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As West Germany was 
reorganised and gained 
independence from its 
occupiers, the German 
Democratic Republic 
was established in East 
Germany in 1949. The 
creation of the two 
states solidified the 1945 
division of Germany. 
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In October 1962 the weekly news magazine Der 
Spiegel published an analysis of the West German 
military defence. The conclusion was that there 
were several weaknesses in the system. Ten days 
after publication, the offices of Der Spiegel in 
Hamburg were raided by the police and quantities 
of documents were seized. Chancellor Adenauer 
proclaimed in the Bundestag that the article was 
tantamount to high treason and that the authors 
would be prosecuted. The editor of the magazine, 
Rudolf Augstein spent some time in jail before the 
public outcry over the breaking of laws on free-
dom of the press became too loud to be ignored. 
The FDP members of Adenauer's cabinet resigned 
from the government, demanding the resignation 
of Franz Josef Strauss, Defence Minister, who had 
decidedly overstepped his competence during the 
crisis. Adenauer was still wounded by his brief run 
for president, and this episode damaged his repu-
tation even further. 
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